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The following is a listing of the clmras under revised 37 CF.R. 1,121. 
I , (Currently amended) A sysiem for managing a iransmissAon of fiinds, 
comprising: 

a first interface for communicating first information regarding at least one payment 

source; 

a second interface for communicating second itiformaiion regarding at least one payee 
account; and 

a processor, communicating with the first interface and the second interface, the 
processor selectably directing the transmission of funds from the at least one payment source to 
the at leajit one payee account based on an optimization rf^-Tprmin^iTinn \\\^\t \^ performed hv the 
processor , the optimization determination determining a payment mechanism to use to transfer 
the funds from the at least one payment source to the at least one payee account, wherein the at 
least one payment source is determined prior to performing the optimization determinationi 
^^h?r9in \\}^ proces<ior; 




Tpec[^pj<;ms. the reduced s pf ^in^ a set of possible paymenr mech;^ni^m^ ^^^^ ^"^'^ ^^^^^^ 
transmission pf funds; and 

after deter mining f*^^ reduced set of po^s^^^le payTTT^nl ni^^^«"'^"^^ processor 



ihe p yrv-^K^nr ^ff^ciing the tra^-;fer of fund<: u^ing the deiermined payment mecham^m. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1> wherein the optimisation determination 
comprises a calculation of at least one of payment source data, payee account data, payment 
schedule data, payment type data and privacy data. 
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3. (Origitiiil) The sysiem of cl^im I, wherein the ai leasi one paynieni source 
comprises at least one of a direct deposit account, a source credit ^count. a mortgage account, a 
securities account, a money market account, a micro payment account, an overdraft account and 
a stored value account. 

4. (Original) The 5>ystem of claim I, wherein the at least one payee account 
comprises at least one of a utility account, a mortgage account, a payee credit account, and a 
conirihution account. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a storage module, 
communicating with the processor, the storage module storing at least one of the data on the 
optimization determination, data on the at least one payment i>ource account, and data on the at 
least one payee account. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first interface and 
the second interface comprises a telephone connection, 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first interface and 
the second interface comprises a network connection. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein die network connection comprises a 
remote client ttom which a user may cooununicate transaction instructions. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein die remote client comprises at least 
one of a computer, a network-enabled cellular telephone, a portable digital assismnt. a paging 
device, and a sec-top box. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 7. wherein the user comprises at least one of a 
consumer, a business entity and a government entity. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim U wherein at leasit one of the first interface and 
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the second interface comprises a dei>ktop graphical user interface direcUy communicating with 
ihe processor, 

1 2, (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor performs an 
optimization on a transaction carried om according to the transaction instructions. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the opiimization comprises at least 
one of minimizing a cost variable, fiilfiUing a transaction schedule, nunimizing a payment 
penalty, maximi2ing a float of the at least one source account, ensarmg an affiliation between the 
payment source and the payee account, maximizing security, maximizing reliability, minimizing 
risk, fulfilling a contractual obligation, maximizing volume discounts, aggregating a transaction 
amounts, maximizing a transaction amount and maximizing available bonus awards. 

14- (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the optimization comprises 
minimimg a cost variable, and the cost variable comprises at least one of a transaction cost 
charged to a payment initiator and an internal cost absorbed by a payment enabler, 

15. (Original) The system of claim I , wherein the optimization determination 
comprises utilization of third party associations and payment providers. 

16- (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein members of the third party 
associations are systematically identified by at least one of real time calls to the third party 
association, and real time calls to a daiastore containing third pany association member data 
which is periodically updated. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1. wherein the optimizaiion determination 
comprises a systematic identification and internal settlement for closed loop payments in which 
the payment source and the at least one payee account reside within one entity. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein an expense reduction resulting from 
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opumiaarion of the cosi variable is realised by at least one of the paymcni enabler and the 
payment iniiiaior, 

19. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein a payment initiator is pre^med with at 
least two mechanisms that meet the payment schedule data and associated costs of the ar least 
two mechanisms, and the paynaent tniliaior is permitted lo munually choose an opiinial method 
of transfer. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 1. wherein the iransnussion of funds comprises a 
currency conversion. 

2 1 . (Currenily ameaded) A computer implemented method for managing a 
transmission of fUnds>. comprising: 

a) conimunicating first information regarding least one payment source; 

b) communicating second information regarding at least one payee accouni; 



rhe reduced sf \ tH^^np; a ^er of possible paym^m mechanisms that could effect the transmission of 



ed) performing an optimization determination for a transaction being funded by the at 
least one paynaent cnnrre^ tfie 9p[jn]]^g^nnn d&TerminatiOT ^r^^ermininp nne payment mechanism. 



out of [he redq ge4 ^er heinp a po<;sible pavmenr mechanisms, to use in transmitting th^ 

funds : and 

4s) ^(»ombly directing trfb£=transmission of funds from the at least one payment source 
to the at least one payee account rrT i rl -^ti fh ^ ^pyn^ . ^- . p^n ft.^rnrin;n- t r;nn^ | ^jn p ; rh^ nne p^Yin^Tir 
m^hanism: and 

wherein the at least orte payment source is determined prior to performing the 




fr^m ^ of payment mechanisms 




PaVTTl^"^ mechanisms. 



funds; 
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opiiimation determination. 

22. (Previously presented) The computer implemenied niethod of claim 2 1 . wherein 
the optimization determination comprises a step ej of calculating at least one of payment source 
data, payee account data, payment schedule data, paymeni type dap* and privacy data. 

23. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 ] , wherein 
the at least one payment source comprises at least one of a direct deposit account, a source credit 
account, a mongage account, a securities account, a money market account, a micro payment 
occotmi. an overdraft account and a stor^ value account. 

24. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the at least one payee account comprises at least one of a utility account, a mongage account, a 
payee credit account, and a contribution account. 

25. (Currently dnoended) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , further 
comprising a step of fg) storing at least one of the data on the optimization determination, data 
on the at least one paymeni source account, and data on the at least one payee account. 

26. (Currently amend^) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
at least one of step a) and step b) comprises ft stop of g) communicating via telephone 
connection. 

27. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
at least one of step a) and step b) comprises a s tep of h) conunimicating via a network 
connection. 

28. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 27, wherein 
the networic connection comprises a remote client from which a user may conamunicate 
transaction instructions. 
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29. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 28, wherein 
the remote client comprises ai least one of a computer, a neiwoiic-enabled cellular telephone, a 
portable digital assistant, a paging device, and a set-top box. 

30. (Previously presented) The computer impleoiemed method of claim 27, wherein 
the user comprises at least one of a consumer, a business entity and a government entity. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
at least one of step a) and step b) comprises a ^ ^ t e p of i> communicating with the processor 
directly via a desktop graphical user interface, 

32 . (Curreqtty amended) The computer implemented method of cluim 2 1 , further 
comprising c r stop - of j) p erforming a further optimization on a transaction- 

33. (CurrenUy amended) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the step of performing an optiraistation determination comprises u - ^top k) of p erforming 4t 
least one of minimizing a cost variable, fulfilling a transaction schedule, minimizing a payment 
penalty, maximizing a float of the at least one source account, ensuring an affiliation between the 
payment source and the payee account, maximizing security, maximizing reliability, minimizing 
risk, fulfilling a contractual obligation, maximizing volume discounts, aggregating a transaction 
amounts, maximizing a transaction amount and maximizing available bonus awards, 

34. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 33, wherein 
the optimization comprises &- step of Ij m inimizing a cost variable, and the cost variable 
comprises at lea^ii one of a transaction cost charged to a payment initiator and an internal cost 
absorbed by a payment cnabler. 

35. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 21, wherein 
the optimization determination comprises utilization of third pany associations and payment 
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providers. 

36. (Previously presenied) The compuier implememed method of claim 35, wherein 
members of ihe ibird pany associations are syscematicdiy ideniifted by at least one of real time 
calls to the third party associauon, and real time calls to a datasiore containing third party 
association member data which is periodically updated. 

37. (Previously jM-ebented) The computer implemented method of ciaim 21, wherein 
die optimi/aiion determination comprises a systematic identification and internal settlement for 
closed loop payments in which the payment source and the at least one payee account reside 
within one entity. 

38. (Previously presented) The conq)uter implemented method of claim 34» wherein 
an expense reduction resulting from optimization of the cost variable is realized by at least one of 
the payment enabler and the payment initiator. 

39. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 22, wherein 
a payment initiator is presented with at least two mechanisms that meet the payment schedule 
data and associated costs of the at least two mechanisms, and the payment initiator is permiued 
to manually choose an optimal method of tram^fer. 

40. (Previously presenied) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the transmission of funds comprises a currency conversion, 

41. (Currently «n»eniled) A system for managing a transmission of funds, 
comprUing: 

means for communicating first information regarding at least one pajroent source; 
means for conmiunicaiing second mformation regarding at least one payee account; and 
optimization means, conununicating with the means for communicating first information 
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and ihe means for coromuoicaUng the second infonnaiion. ibe opumizaiion means selecmbly 

directing a uansmission of funds from the at least one payment source to the at least one payee 

account based on an optimization determination, the optimization deietmination detennining a 

payment mechanism to use to iransmii the funds from ihe at least one payment source to the at 

least one payee account; and 

wherein the at least one payment source is determined prior to the optimization means 
performing the optimization determination; 

wherein fhe npTimi7aTion means: 

ripT.'Tminc>c fmm a <.>r nf pnymenr lyi^hnnisms a reduced set of Oavmeni 

mPrhanUmg Thg Trd l^rcA <w heinff ftf^ nf possihlft rij^yment mftt>hanisms that CQuld effect thfc 
rrangmi>t.;jf>n f)f fiinds: and 

Hfter Hf>ry r>y]jnine ■•'-'^"'-''^ -"^t nt-p^^^vimp ^nymmt mHrhanisms. the 
npljn^j^aiinn m^n^ pfff"""*^ npfimiyarmn dgterminflTion tod«^Tftrmine the tJavmglH 
yn^f^flnwrn in nie m tpyiQirtiT Thft funds: and 

rhft <:w PTn Pff^rrinp thi- rranQfer nf funfj^ '^^'"f *^ <1ftrf>rmined navment 

42. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
performing the optimization deienninaiion comprises maximizing volume discounts. 

43. (Previouiay presented) Tlie computer implemented method of claim 21, wherein 
performing the opiinuzation determination comprises aggregating a transaction amounts. 

44. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method of claim 21 , wherein 
performing the optimization determination comprises maximizing a transaction amount and 
maximizing available bonus awards. 
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45. (Previously preseuced) The system of claim I, whereio the ai least one payment 
source comprises at least one selecied from the group consisting of a checking or other demand 
deposit account (ODA), money market fund, securities account, stored value account, credit card 
account, currency dccouni, overdraft line of credit, micro payment account, and line of credit- 

46. (Previously presented) The system of claim I, wherein the processor further 
performing a second opumization process, the second optimisation process selecting the at least 
payment source, from a plurality of payment sources, based on an optimization process, 

47. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherem Che system allows the 
payment request mitiator to select a payment source from a plurality of payment sources. 
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